
Total Participation Techniques

Think: Ask students to reflect on a
question or prompt. Give them
approx. 30 seconds to formulate a
response.

Pair:  Have students turn-n-talk with a
partner 6ft away. If  you can not
maintain 6ft,  students can use devices
and headphones to have the
conversation or use a Google Doc with
comments.

Share: Teacher or students share
responses.

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

Think: Ask students to reflect on a
question or prompt. Give them
approx. 30 seconds to formulate a
response in the whole group.

Pair:  Using breakout rooms (Zoom) for
pair discussions, have students share
responses. (Assign breakout room
times to bring students back)

Share: Back in the whole group,
encourage students to share
responses. Teachers may use hand
raising feature.

Google Meet may be used for whole group share out,
however, another resource would be needed for the
pairing portion (ex. use Google Docs or Sl ides for the
pair sharing).

Think: Teacher posts the question on
Google Classroom or in Google
Docs/Slides. Ask students to reflect
and respond to a question or prompt
by a certain date.

Pair:  Students share their response
with a partner and use the comment
feature to respond. 

Share: Teacher wil l  compile class
responses and share to the group.

Think-Pair-Share pg. 41

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)



Total Participation Techniques

1. Select a prompt that you would l ike
students to address.

2. Give students approx. 3-5 minutes to
jot down a response on scratch paper.

3. Have students turn-and-talk with a
partner 6ft away. If  you can not
maintain 6ft,  students can use devices
and headphones to have the
conversation or use a Google Doc with
comments.

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

1. Select a prompt that you would l ike
students to address.

2. Give students approx. 3-5 minutes to
jot down a response on a Google Doc.

3. Identify specific students for small
groups and predetermine ZOOM
breakout groups.

4. Have students take turns screen
sharing their Google Doc and acting as a
discussion leader sharing their
ideas/processing.

1. Select a prompt that you would l ike
students to address.

2. Direct students to jot down a
response on scratch paper or a Google
Doc and send documentation to the
teacher.

3. The teacher curates a variety of ideas
and records or posts them via Padlet,
Fl ipgrid, Seesaw. Direct students to
review the teacher’s post and respond.

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)

Quick-Writes pg. 42-43

At your classroom/school discretion:
- Cell  phone (partner numbers or number cloaking
app) w/ headphones (speak)
- Google hangout (type)
- Google meet with headphones (pre-selected
partner/small group meetings) (speak)



Total Participation Techniques

1. Select a big idea/concept that you
would l ike students to address.

2. Give students approx. 3-5 minutes to
sketch a response on scratch paper.

3. Have students turn-and-talk with a
partner 6ft away to explain their visual
representation. If  you can not maintain
6ft,  students can use devices and
headphones to have the conversation or
use a Google Doc with comments.

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

1. Select a big idea/concept that you
would l ike students to address.

2. Give students approx. 3-5 minutes to
sketch a response (paper, Google Doc,
whiteboard, etc.)

3. Identify specific students for small
groups and predetermine ZOOM
breakout groups.

4. Have students turn-and-talk while
sharing their sketches to share their
ideas/processing.

1. Select a big idea/concept that you
would l ike students to address.

2. Direct students to sketch a response
(paper, Google Doc, whiteboard, etc.)
and send documentation to the teacher.

3. The teacher curates a variety of
images and records or posts them via
Padlet,  Fl ipgrid, Seesaw. Direct students
to review the teacher’s post and
respond.

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)

Quick-Draws pg. 45-46

At your classroom/school discretion:
- Cell  phone (partner numbers or number cloaking
app) w/ headphones (speak)
- Google hangout (type)
- Google meet with headphones (pre-selected
partner/small group meetings) (speak)



Total Participation Techniques

1. Prompt Students with a sentence starter,
prompt, or question. 

2. Provide “I  t ime/think time” for students at
their seats/computers, to develop their
answer on a sticky note.

3. Ask students one at a time to get out of
their seats to splash their answers on the
board. Students need to use their own
marker from their desk (no sharing).

4. Have an additional activity while they wait
for their turn (seat work or video). 

5. When students are finished,   debrief with
the whole class. Look for similarities,
differences, or surprises. Identify new
questions that arise from the responses for
a later lesson.

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

1. Explain the Chalkboard Splash to students
and include a tutorial on the platform you are
choosing students to engage in. (Ex. Padlet,
Mentimeter (word cloud option),  or Google
Document) 

2. Prompt students with a sentence starter,
prompt, or question. Timers may be used for
“I  t ime/think time. Students write their
answers on scratch paper.

3. Provide access to the platform by email or
the virtual chat box. Students submit
answers.

4. Debrief with the whole class. Look for
similarities, differences, or surprises. Identify
new questions that arise from the responses
for a later lesson. Options: Use a Google doc to
debrief,   “ I  Notice & I  Wonder” Screencastify/
Fl ipgrid to share with the entire class,  or use
chat feature on video conferencing platform.

1. Through a video, explain the Chalkboard
Splash to students and include a tutorial on
the platform you are choosing students to
engage in. (Ex. Padlet,  Mentimeter (word cloud
option),  or Google Document) 

2. Prompt students with a sentence starter,
prompt, or question. Timers may be used for “I
t ime/think time. Students write their answers
on scratch paper.

3. Provide access to the platform by email or
Google classroom. Students submit answers.

4. Teacher curates a variety of ideas and
records or posts them on a shared platform.
Direct students to review the teacher’s post
and respond.

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)

Chalkboard Splash pg. 47-49



Total Participation Techniques

1. Select items, concepts, steps, events,
descriptive paragraphs, or other things that
can be analyzed and ranked within your unit
or lesson. 

2. Ask students to rank them according to
specified criteria ( ie. quotes involving
characterization from most descriptive to
least; most important to least important;
most impact to least impact; most
emblematic to least emblematic).  

3. Ask students to provide a justif ication for
the way they chose to rank the concepts.

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

Process to the left sti l l  applies; however, there are
various ways to leverage technology in the remote
setting.

1. Students submit a Google Slide to the
teacher with the task completed.

2. Provide the prompt and process for
students and have them respond using
Flipgrid, Padlet,  etc.

3. Students submit responses via cellphone,
screen shots, and other picture systems
either through email or collect in Google
Slides or Docs.

4. Synchronous (Google Meet, Zoom)
discussions of above.

Process from In-Person Column sti l l  applies; however,
there are various ways to leverage technology in the
remote setting.

1. Students submit a Google Slide to the teacher with
the task completed.

2. Provide the prompt and process for students and
have them respond using Flipgrid, Padlet,  etc.

3. Students submit responses via cellphone, screen
shots, and other picture systems either through email
or collect in Google Slides or Docs.

4. Students make observations of other rankings. Have
them complete and submit a quadrant document that
requests them to find a ranking that is similar and
different to their own.  Finally,  have students submit a
Google document (or “Debate Team Carousel”
template) to explain and justify if  their thinking has
changed and explain why or why not.

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)

Ranking pg. 53

This can be done orally,  in writ ing using various
mediums (ie.  white boards, note cards, notebooks),
or in combination; combination provides an
opportunity to individually process prior to sharing.



Total Participation Techniques

1. Teacher creates a simile topic with
sentence starters using some of the topics
being studied.  (Ex. _(Topic)_ is l ike ______,
because ______.)

2. Ask students to formulate an
explanation for how the simile might be
true on a Post-It note.

3. Students can post on board, chart
paper, or walls around the room. Students
would do a gallery walk to see responses
(6ft away).   

IN-PERSON PHYSICALLY
DISTANT CLASSROOM

Reimagined!

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
SYNCHRONOUS

REMOTE INSTRUCTION -
ASYNCHRONOUS

1. Teacher creates a simile topic with
sentence starters using some of the topics
you are studying.  (Ex. _(Topic)_ is l ike
______, because ______.)

2. Ask students to formulate an
explanation for the simile (This may be
done through a Google Doc/Slides or
Padlet etc.)  

3. In Zoom breakout rooms or small group
Google Meets, students share and explain
to their group.

4. Back in the whole group virtual
classroom, use the shared
Document/Padlet and choose several
students to share their thinking and simile
through the Google Meet or Zoom.

1. Teacher creates a simile topic with
sentence starters using some of the topics
you are studying.  (Ex. _(Topic)_ is l ike ______,
because ______.)

2. Ask students to formulate an explanation
for the simile (Through Google Doc/Slides or
Padlet etc.) .    

3. The teacher curates a variety of ideas and
records or posts them via Padlet,  Fl ipgrid,
Seesaw. Direct students to review the
teacher’s post and respond. Or, the initial
response would be collected asynchronously,
yet the peer observations and final
discussion would be saved for synchronous
meets ( if  these occur in your remote cycle).

Developed by the GV BOCES School Improvement Team
Based on Total Participation Techniques (2017)

Simile pg. 52

Option: Teachers may provide several photographs
for students to choose from (ex: Everglades, Great
Coral Reef,  Grand Canyon, or Old Faithful)  to use for
comparison.


